Every year at Christmas time Chase Pitkin, until they closed, and now the Wegmans stores, collect donations of new toys for the Pirate Toy Fund.  Every year after Christmas, they have a huge sorting party.  

I don’t think I ever realized how big some of the Chase Pitkin stores were until I saw an empty one a few Saturdays ago when I volunteered to sort toys for the Pirate Toy Fund.  I also don’t think that anyone who hasn’t actually seen it can appreciate just how many big garbage bags full of brand new toys can come from one tractor trailer truck.  Luckily, the Pirate’s people had also rounded up a ton of volunteers from pre-teens to retirees to sort the toys into the 10 or so slots for distribution.  

We had toddler toys, baby dolls, Barbie dolls and accessories, little girl toys and other dolls, trucks, games, little boy toys, stuffed animals, Christmas toys, puzzles, electronics, books, CD’s and anything else that could possible be thought of.  Talk about being let loose in a toy store, it was more fun than you realize to tear into a bag to see what is there and then sort it into the different slots. They even had grocery carts for us to put our load of toys in and wheel to the allotted places.   

Some people picked a bag and patiently went from slot to slot to drop off their treasures, kind of like grocery shopping in the reverse.  Others, like me, picked a favorite item, scoured each bag for their loot and then took it all to one slot.  I picked baby dolls, probably because I only had nephews, no nieces, so I never got to spend time in the girls sections of the toy stores.  I have seen enough action figures, trucks, planes and legos to last a lifetime so I wanted to enjoy the girlie stuff for a change. 

The Pirates Toy Fund collects and distributes toys all year, not just at Christmas.  They give new toys to children in Rochester area hospitals as well as to children in need due to disaster or family trauma.  Some of the places they deal with, according to their web site, are Saint’s Place, Livingston Health Services, Alternatives for Battered Women, Monroe County Foster Care Pediatric Practice, Rochester City Fire Department, Noyes Hospital, Sojourner House, Women’s Place, Sanctuary House, and Bethany House.  For more information, check out their web site:  www.priatetoyfund.org.













- Liz

